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A MISSIONARY OPTION
TO THE PERIPHERIES

ITINERANCY

(as a Priority of the Province)

(as a Priority of the Province)

BROTHERLY SOLIDARITY KEEPS US
STANDING
By Br. Art Vincent M. Pangan, OP

We only have one mission school left in the Babuyan
Group Islands – Lyceum of Camiguin. It renders great
service to the locals as it is the only school with senior
high program in the island of Camiguin. At present, it has
202 learners from grade 7 to grade 12.
Every start of the year, our mission school has to
borrow Php 700,000.00 for its survival in the months of
June to November. The ESC government subsidy is only
paid 100% every end of November or early December.
The Senior High School Voucher Program is paid 50% at
the end of November and 50% at the end of April. When
these funds are received, they are immediately used to
pay for loans. This has become a cycle in the life of Lyceum
of Camiguin. With some savings from the previous year,
the mission school did not borrow any amount this year.
It has to be freed from the cycle.
It is very heart-warming that many brothers are
eager to help us in our mission work. Early this year, brs.
Rolando de la Rosa and Manuel Roux sent us financial
aid from their personal savings in separate occasions.
On 30 August 2019, Letran Calamba organized a concert
for a cause with INGGO 1587. The funds raised from the
concert totalling Php 274,000.00 was generously donated
to Lyceum of Camiguin. The turnover was held on 11
October 2019 in the office of the Colegio’s Rector and
President. Some of the brothers who are members of the
band – brs. Giuseppe Pietro Arsciwals, Dennis Maquiraya,
and Napoleon Encarnacion – were present.
In addition, the Province also deposited Php300,000.00
to the bank account of Lyceum on 7 October 2019. the
University of Santo Tomas has promised a Php114,000.00
donation to be divided between St. Bartholomew Parish
and Lyceum of Camiguin. These amounts received shall
be used as buffer so that in the coming years the school
will not have to borrow money every June and the brother
missionaries will not have to shell out when the mission
school is financially short. On its own, the Lyceum of
Camiguin is also generating funds by responding to the
needs of its learners. Little by little, it is developing a
mechanism for self-sufficiency and survival. Housekeeping
and financial administration are also in progress.
We would like to express our gratitude to the brothers.
Most of these funds were not solicited. The brothers
reached us on their own initiative to volunteer their
generosity. We pray that God bless them even more.
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++ Br. Gaspar Sigaya, OP, is assigned to the Priory of St.
Thomas Aquinas on October 21, 2019.
++ Br. Jeremy Realubit, OP is assigned to St. Mary
Magdalene House on November 18, 2019.
++ Br. Aguedo Florence Jalin Jr., OP, is assigned to Sto.
Domingo Convent on November 18, 2019 in view of
his first profession to the Order.
** Br. Felix Legaspi III, OP, accepted his reelection as
the Prior of the Convent of St. Raymond of Peñafort on
November 20, 2019.

DEEPER FRATERNAL
INTEGRATION
(as a Priority of the Province)

FEATURED BATCH

In the course of their Dominican formation, these two
brothers shared something in common together:
Entrance to the Novitiate: 11 April 1992
Simple Profession: 8 May 1993
Solemn Profession: 14 April 1997
We pray as they journey together in heeding God’s call!
First Name:
Middle Name:
Surname:

Nickname:

PATRICIO
PADUA
HIWATIG

“Fr. Patrick”

Birthday:
17 Mar 1971
Ordination:
16 Dec 1999
DPP ID No.:
199301
Current Assignment: Convent
of St. John Lateran (since Nov
2017)
Previous Assignments: House of San Lorenzo Ruiz and
Companion Martyrs (Dec 2005-Nov 2017); Bahay
Dominiko (Aug 2005-Dec 2005); Sto. Domingo Convent
(May 1993-Aug 2005)
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First Name:
Middle Name:
Surname:

Nickname:

JESUS
MEDINA
Miranda

“Fr. Jay”

Birthday:
8 May 1971
Ordination:
11 May 2000
DPP ID No.:
199302
Current Assignment: Priory of
St. Thomas Aquinas (since July
2012)
Previous Assignments: Sto. Domingo Convent (Jul 2003Jul 2012); Convent of St. Albert the Great (Sep 2002-Jul
2003); St. Dominic’s House, Sri Lanka (Sep 2001-Sep
2002); Sto. Domingo Convent (May 1993-Sep 2001)

QUALITY FORMATION
(as a Priority of the Province)

TRADTALK: “Male and
Female He created Them: A
Dominican Conversation on
Transgenderism

By Br. Marc Adrian H. de la Peña, OP

“The 20th century,” according to the document
‘Male And Female He Created Them’ Towards A Path Of
Dialogue On The Question Of Gender Theory In Education,
“brought new anthropological theories and with them
the beginnings of gender theory.” In this theory, sex and
gender are no longer synonymous or interchangeable.
Consequently, the gender of every person is dependent
upon his subjective mindset or the way others see him.
Thus, he can choose a gender that does not correspond
to his biological sex. This kind of thinking is called
“transgenderism.”
Sadly, this thinking has penetrated different
institutions of the society including schools. To help the
brothers understand “transgenderism,” on October 25,
2019, Br. Rambang Ngawan, OP was invited to talk about
the said topic. His sharing was divided into three parts. In
the first part, he provided a scientific explanation on the
concept of transgenderism.
He says that biologically there are only two
chromosomes (male: xy chromosomes, female: xx
chromosomes). These genetic markers, according to him,
determine the sexes and thus the genders of human species
as both males and females. However, psychologically,
there are those people who feel that they are “trapped in
a wrong body.” These are people who are experiencing
Gender Dysphoria. Formerly, WHO considers Gender
Dysphoria a mental health issue but recently removed it
from its list of mental health issue found in Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSMS 5) and later
categorized it under sexual health.
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For people who are experiencing Gender Dysphoria,
their only means of escape is to undergo a medical
transition through sex reassignment surgery (SRS), also
known as gender reassignment surgery (GRS), and a
social transition through the use of their desired gender
pronouns and desired comfort rooms.
After providing a scientific explanation on the
phenomenon of transgenderism, Br. Ngawan explains the
political significance of transgenderism. He elaborates
that transgenderism is a belief system that is embraced
by certain group of people who believes in a non-binary
gender system. They believe that gender is not limited to
male and female only. Rather, there are as many genders
as a person can identify himself with; examples of these
are “lesbian,” “gay,” “bisexual,” “transsexual,” and “Queer.”
Politically, LGBT advocates are aggressive in their
propaganda to include gender theory into the curriculum
and to make it to laws by defining the LGBT rights. This
posits a certain threat toward the religious institutions
whose core values are in contrast with gender ideology. In
consideration to that scenario, Br. Ngawan discussed the
religious implications of transgenderism.
He explained that homosexual acts according to
the Catechism of the Catholic Church are intrinsically
disordered. Moreover, they impact fundamental tenets
of Christian faith such as sexual ethics and family values.
However, he clarified that homosexuals must be accepted
with respect, compassion and sensitivity. It is a challenge
for pastors and religious to journey with them in the
spirit of compassion and truthfulness. Nevertheless, he
cautioned that Church teachings on human sexuality must
never be compromised.
He ended his sharing by telling the brothers to deal
with homosexuals with sincere effort and to help them
experience both the beauty and truth of the Christian
understanding of human body, human relationships and
human sexuality.
b

GENERAL NEWS

b

The Legacy of Mother Rosario, A
Dominican Venerable

by Br. Fergie Joshua A. Lasugas, OP

After having opened the diocesan process for the
cause of her canonization last October 7, 2009, the Holy
Father approved the heroic virtues of Ma. Beatriz del
Rosario Arroyo.
A decade later, last October 7, 2019, many Catholic
faithful gathered in St. Anne Parish Church in Molo, Iloilo
|City for a Solemn Thanksgiving Mass to celebrate the
promulgation of the Decree of Heroic Virtues of Venerable
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Rosario of the Visitation. Incidentally, it coincided with
the feast of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary.
The program started at 7:00 am with procession
of the image of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary from the
Dominican Sisters Motherhouse in Aveceña St., to St. Anne
Parish Church, Molo Iloilo City. As they gathered inside
the church, Fr. Samson Silloriquez, OAR, the postulator of
the Cause had a conference on the process of Beatification
and Canonization of Saints. He carefully explained to the
faithful the canonical process of a person’s sainthood.
The Solemn Thanksgiving Mass was presided over by
the Archbishop of Jaro; Most Rev. Jose Romeo O. Lazo, DD,
together with Most Rev. Jose S. Palma, DD as the preacher,
and archbishop emeritus Most Rev. Angel N. Lagdameo,
DD, Most Rev. Jose F. Advincula, DD the bishop of the
diocese of Capiz and Most Rev. Marvyn Maceda, DD the
bishop of the diocese of San Jose de Antique.
The decree was read by the judge delegate, Msgr.
Higinio Velardo, JCD. Afterwards, the official portrait of
Venerable Rosario of the Visitation was unveiled. The
solemn Mass ended with a procession and floral offering
at the tomb of Venerable Rosario of the Visitation, blessed
by Rev. Fr. Honorato Castigador, OP.
The Archbishop called for the missionary vocation
to be Christians and the humility as depicted in the life
of Ven. Rosario. Known locally as Madre Sayong, she
imbibed the Dominican Spirit by sharing the fruits of
her contemplation to the people of Molo and founded
the Congregation of Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy
Rosary of the Philippines known as “OP MOLO Sisters”.
Indeed, this event showed another proof of how a simple
Christian can illumine the world by responding to her
calling in life and by leaving a legacy that will glorify the
Lord!

ing 2019 held at Aula San Pio V, San Pio V Building, Santo
Domingo Church Compound, Quezon Avenue, Quezon
City last October 25, 2019. The conference aimed at: (1)
offering a Dominican discourse on the Year of the Youth;
(2) exploring youthful ways of preaching; and building
support for the forthcoming International Colloquium
on Dominican Preaching, to be held in the Philippines in
October 2020. The conference was open to Catholics and
other Christians – priests and clerics, religious brothers
and sisters, lay people, students in theology and religious
studies, who seek affirmation, empowerment and renewal in the ministry of preaching.

YO! PREACHING
Dominican Preaching and the Youth
By Sr. Nora G. Pineda, OP

One Hundred eighteen (118) participants took part
in the PRAEDICARE: Dominican Conference on PreachPHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019
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The Director of the Institute of Preaching, Rev.
Fr. Clarence C. Marquez, OP, STh.D. presided over the
Opening. Rev. Fr. Rudolf Steven N. Seño, OP, the Institute of
Preaching Treasurer, concelebrated with him.
The participants had three takeaways from the
Praedicare Conference as they explored youthful ways
of preaching from Mr. Earl Javier of McCann Worldgroup
Philippines, inspired by the versatile Miss Cherry Pie
Picache, and renewed by the the tireless DOMNET
Youthgroup.
In the end, the participants were led to learn from one
another with warm hearts and inspired minds, drawn to
start anew in preaching God’s message.

Year (November 2019-November 2020), for the faithful
who would participate in the celebration of the sacraments
and liturgy of the church, especially on memorial and feast
days of the Colegio, and those who would visit devoutly
the Blessed Sacrament and fulfill the pious requirements
according to Church laws. The indult likewise extends to
the chapels and oratories of the other Colegios de San Juan
de Letran, in Calamba, Laguna, in Manaoag, Pangasinan,

Letran Quadricentennial
Opening

And the Quadricentennial Celebrations of Colegio de
San Juan de Letran, Intramuros, Manila, formally begin!
The Most Rev. Broderick Pabillo, DD, auxiliary bishop of
Manila, presided over the Rites for the Opening of the
Jubilee Door and the Holy Eucharist, last November 8,
2019, the eve of the Feast of the Dedication of the Basilica
of St. John Lateran.
During the occasion, it was announced that Letran has
been granted plenary indulgences for the entire Jubilee
PHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019
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in Abucay, Bataan, and of the religious communities
ministering to them.
Expect more significant activities as the Letran
quadricentennial unfurls fully. We cordially invite all the
brethren to come to Letran, to celebrate four hundred
years of grace and gratitude, in the noble tradition of
knightly excellence, according to the ideal of Deus, Patria,
Letran!
Siempre Arriba! Siempre Letran!

letran knights,

ncaa season 95 basketball champions

By Br. Ian Joeffrey G. Melendres, OP (Photos from Colegio de San Juan de
Letran Facebook posts)

“No import, no problem!” chants the Letran community
and the fans who avidly supported the team.
Indeed, with a successful run without relying on an
import, such slogan does really say about the glory and
deserved pride of the team. Nevertheless, without an
import, this did not necessarily spell out to be a problemless course for the Letran Knights not only in the NCAA
Season 95 but also in the previous years when they had
to build up their team against various factors, including
adjustment among coaching staff, harrowing injuries, and
the like.
Nevertheless, a bittersweet journey is but a better and
sweeter victory. Hence, in the NCAA Season 95 tourney,
despite the fact that the Knights was the only team who
PHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019

throughout the Final Four play-offs battled through all the
games—and a stepladder course at that—they still were
able to seize the coveted championship.
What is more, the Knights was the only team who drew
first blood to the San Beda Red Lions who was untarnished
during the elimination round. And such occurred on a
finals game which was undeniably upsetting, further
inflicting the coup de grace which routed the 3-time title
holder.
As a result, the Knights once again proved to
their archrivals and to other NCAA competing teams
(and perhaps even to other sporting leagues in the
Philippines) that a winning streak may be quite a feat
but snapping it not only once but twice within 5 years is
quite another triumph worth applauding. And again, both
championships without an import to heavily depend on –
a feat worth more emulating!
Moreover, the glory of Letran’s championship extends
in a special way to the Dominican family. The studentbrothers themselves would testify to that. Perhaps, their
shouts in the community room were as thunderous as
those who watched the game live in the arena. And amid
loud cheers were silent prayers as well. In fact, at times
when the clock would strike 6:00 PM for the Angelus
prayer, the brothers would make it a point to pause for
a moment to pray with one of the intentions was for the
Knights to prevail.
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However, there were times also when a loss would be
heartbreaking as in the case of the Finals Game 2. Quite
a close game, nerve-wracking too! Yet such loss hindered
not the Arriba spirit among the Letran cagers, coaches,
the whole Letran community and eager fans.
Hence, all throughout and most especially among the
waning seconds of the Do-or-Die Game 3, everyone was
up to his feet either cheering loudly or praying intently. It
was quite remarkable to behold how such a game could
unite countless diverse people. Others might simply
brush it off as an utter craze for the game, while it could
be something positively viewed as a unifying factor which
actually builds the Letran community.
Indeed the said victory is another attainment for the
400-year old Colegio. For, even with all the hurdles they
had to go through – most especially without an import to
rely on – the Letran Knights ended up having the victory
party with a bonfire once again blazing in their grounds.
And the Arriba spirit kept blazing, kept soaring. True to
the battlecry “Siempre Arriba, Siempre Letran.”

BRETHREN ATTEND 4TH BEC
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

By Br. Jose Martin L. Sibug, OP

Pastors of some of the parishes under the
administration of the Province, together with the Promoter
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of the Missions, attended the 4th BEC National Assembly
held last November 11-14, 2019 at Apo View Hotel in
Davao City. The delegates from our Province were Br.
Allan Lopez, parish priest of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
Parish, Manaoag, Pangasinan; Br. Paul Reagan Talavera,
parish priest of Santisimo Rosario Parish, University of
Sto. Tomas; Br. Jaime Alamillo, parish priest of St. Vincent
Ferrer Parish, Camiguin Mission Station; and Br. Jose
Martin Sibug, Promoter of the Missions.
Organized by the Committee on Basic Ecclesial
Communities (BEC) of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
the Philippines, the assembly had for its theme: “Discerning
the Challenges of the BEC Journey in the Light of the New
Evangelization”. Its objectives are: 1) to look back to the
primacy of BECs in the Philippines since the last Assembly
in 2015 and in the 50-year experience of the DADITAMA’s
“way of being Church”; and 2) to discern the challenges
that BECs face in the light of the New Evangelization and
the 500th Year of Christianization of the Philippines. It was
attended by approximately 700 delegates.
The opening Mass of the national assembly was held on
the evening of November 11, 2019 at San Pedro Cathedral,
Davao City. The main presider and homilist was Most Rev.
Romulo G. Valles, D.D, CBCP President and Archbishop of
Davao. A welcome dinner for all the delegates followed
after the Eucharistic celebration at the Grand Men Seng
Hotel.
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On the second day of the assembly, Most Rev. Guillermo
V. Afable, D.D., Bishop of Digos, gave the Keynote Address
entitled: Keynote: “Discerning the Challenges of BEC in
the Light of the New Evangelization”. After the keynote
address, there was a presentation by a team of researchers
from De La Salle University on the BEC Journey these Past
50 years. In the afternoon, the delegates listened to the
Theological Reflections on the BEC’s in the Philippines
given by Most Rev. Jose A. Cabantan, D.D. There were also
sharings of experiences from the presenters from Metro
Manila, Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Before the 2nd day
ended with the Eucharist and dinner, the delegates were
divided into sub groups for sharing on their BEC Story and
Journey.
The 3rd day of the assembly was devoted to concurrent
sessions on specific challenges to the BECs. The delegates
were again divided into sub groups to discuss specific
challenges to the BECs. In the afternoon, the learnings,
challenges and recommendations from the concurrent
sessions were presented before the assembly. The day
ended with a Eucharistic celebration with Most Rev.
Jose A. Cabantan, D.D., Bishop of Malaybalay as the main
presider and homilist.
The closing Mass followed by the sending forth of
participants on the 4th and final day of the assembly was
presided over by Most Rev. George B. Rimando, D.D.,
Auxiliary Bishop of Davao.

At that time I was not so nervous unlike br. Fergie who
kept on saying, “what if we won’t win?” I told him if ever
we would not win, at least I woould hear the Manila City
Mayor Isko Moreno giving speech, see some famous actors
and actresses in person, and hear Darren Espanto, Elha
Nympha, and Zephanie Dimaranan sing live, and then
enjoy the rest of the night.

That night was The Night!

By Br. John Rheed Medina Caturza, OP

November 13, 2019 right after our class, the
representatives of the entries: Peregrino, 1941, and Puso
ko’y sa’Yo immediately went to Teatro ng GSIS, Roxas
Blvd., Pasay City.
We arrived at the Teatro, waited for a while at the
registration area and then went to our respective seats.
Photo from The Catholic Mass Media Awards facebook post.

PHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019

A few moments later I started to feel nervous when
I learned that there are seven finalists fighting for the
title “Best Student Short Film”. What made me more
nervous was when we checked the program and saw
that the awarding for the Best Student Short Film was
on the last part of the program. It made the awards night
more intense. So what happened was both bro. Fergie
and I were nervous. Though I was really enjoying the
intermission numbers of the mentioned singers, and the
presence of Mayor Isko Moreno and those famous actors
and actresses, I felt so much unease; my hands were very
cold and they were shaking; I could not breathe properly.
I kept on telling bro. Ace and bro. Fergie that even though
I tell myself not to expect to win, I cannot help but hope
(hope is the term), which made me even get more nervous.
And so the time came for the awarding of the best
student short film. I took a video at the screen where they

8

projected the clips of the short films that got to the finals.
I waited for the announcement of the entry that would
receive the Special Citation award (which they announced
first before the CMMA’s Best Student Short Film). And
as I was praying to God, they called out Peregrino as the
awardee. All of the brothers who were there walked down
to the stage in order to have a photo opportunity with
His Eminence Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle, D.D. as we
received our award. As I was walking down the stairs, I
could not move; my hands remained cold and shaking. I
think my whole body where numb at that time. So I walked
slowly in order for me not to fall down. So that was it, we
had the photo opportunity and then we exited.
I was interviewed by Veritas. We – the brothers,
happily had our picture taking at the entrance where they
placed the CMMA tarpaulin background. And then we
went home. All I could say that night was, “What a night!”
That night was really the night!

Dominican Month for Peace

By Br. Aguedo Florence A. Jalin Jr., OP, JCL

The Dominican Month for Peace ended with a
Forum on the Philippines Human Rights Situation held
at the St. Thomas Hall, Colegio de San Juan de Letran,
Manila, Intramuros on November 30, 2019, 2:00 pm.
The Forum was attended by Rev. Fr. Napoleon B. Sipalay
Jr., OP, the Prior Provincial of the Dominican Province
of the Philippines, Rev. Fr. Pablo Tiong, OP, the UST Vice
Rector for Religious Affairs, brothers from the Dominican
Studentate, members of the Committee on EJK and Care of
Creation, OP Sisters of Siena, Molo, St. Joseph, Peace, and
UST Simbahayan. Rev. Fr. Victor Calvo, OP, the Provincial
Promoter of the Dominican JPCC-Phils, gave the Opening
Remarks. Atty. Jacqueline Mejia, the first speaker from the
Office of Senator Leila de Lima and a former CHR lawyer,
started her presentation by emphasizing that everyone
is entitled to political, social, economic, religious, and
cultural rights without discrimination. Rights are
universal, inalienable, indivisible, independent, and
interrelated; thus, the State has to respect, protect, and
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fulfill these rights. The 2018 World Report by the Human
Rights Watch, according to Atty. Mejia, categorized the
Philippines as a country with Human Rights Crisis due
to the Culture of Impunity, series of Oplan Tokhang
Operations, Civic and Political Rights Violations, and the
creation of the Inter-Agency Committee meant to spy and
tag private and public individuals as either a communist
or terrorist. What saddened and puzzled most the speaker
was the attitude of the Office of the President towards
the UN Body against the reality that the Philippines was
a signatory to a total of 13 International Human Rights
Instruments. This same attitude led the country from
getting out of the International Criminal Court (ICC).
Mr. Michael Adrian “Moks” Non, the second speaker
and an employee of the Office of Senator Leila de Lima,
provided the group with the data of the 54 young victims
killed in the War on Drugs. The Open Forum which
followed after the second talk was so engaging with the
Father Prior Provincial asking what needs to be done by
the religious. Another participant raised the need for an
“alternative narrative” to counter the kind of narrative
proliferated by the government. After the Open Forum,
reports were given by the Committee on EJK which is still
in the conceptualization stage and the Committee on Care
of the Environment.
The Forum ended with the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist with the Father Prior Provincial as the
presider and homilist. He was joined by Fr. Tiong, OP
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and Fr. Calvo, OP. Father Prior Provincial emphasized the
need for the advocates of justice to be transformed or
transubstantiated from bread and wine into the very flesh
and blood of Christ after hearing so many data. This kind
of transformation is the message of Advent. Everyone left
with the mind filled with data and the heart that longs to
take an active part in the endeavor of JPCC.

OP Juniors – Ready to Dialogue

By Br. John Paul R. Pamintuan, OP

The OP juniors had their Advent recollection and
Christmas party last December 1, 2019 at the Mary, Cause
of our Joy Formation Center, Rockwell, Makati City with
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the theme “The Star and the Magi: Dialogue to the Truth
Searching Society.” The theme is in coherence with the
CBCP’s proclamation of 2020 as the year of ecumenism,
interreligious dialogue, and indigenous people.
The event started with the singing of Christmas carols
to the Mass goers of Sto. Niño chapel in the formation
center. It was followed by the recollection conference
given by Fr. Marion Noel Bayaras, from the Archdiocese of
Manila. Fr. Noel invited the juniors to engage in dialogue
but not to the point of compromising the Truth who is
Jesus Christ himself. He told young religious that the goal
of the dialogue is to meet Jesus. The talk ended with the
praying of the Terce.
After the communal prayer, the sumptuous merienda
marked the start of the Christmas party. The different
congregations and the brothers prepared games and
performances to the delight of everyone. While having
their lunch, the OP juniors officers had their election for
the new set of officers. They elected Br. Gian Linardo Mari
Estrella, OP, as the new chairman and Sr. Joyce Torregrosa,
OP, of the Dominican Sisters of Saint Joseph as the vice
chair. It was followed by exchange of gifts and musings
among the juniors. The Recollection ended with the oath
taking of the new officers and the celebration of the Holy
Mass at the Sacred Heart Chapel in Powerplant Mall,
Rockwell, Makati City.
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November-December in DPP History
(Culled from the Archives of the Province)

 1977 November 23 – The Master General approves
the erection of a new house (domus religiosa) for the
Pre-Novitiate in the compound of Santo Domingo,
Quezon City (Prot. Num. 38/77/1494). The territory
of this new house covers the Studentate building, the
Angelicum two buildings and grounds.
		 As a consequence some fathers lamented the
reduction of the portion belonging to Santo Domingo
proper which now covers the Church and its patio,
the Fathers’ building, the bank building and the small
ground where the two basketball courts are located.
A ground which used to be the playing area of the
students (football ground) is now the playground
of the Angelicum and the aspirants. This division
was made as a result of a commission formed upon
the suggestion of the Master General to solve the
many difficulties brought about by the presence of
the new school and the aspirants in Santo Domingo
compound.
 1981 November 7 – Blessing and Inauguration of
first two buildings at Letran in Calamba, Laguna.
The extension campus of San Juan de Letran in
Calamba, Laguna was opened in 1979 in a sprawling
eleven-hectare campus located in the slopes of Mt.
Makiling. The first two buildings in the campus were
inaugurated and blessed on November 7, 1981,
during the anniversary of the martyrdom of Letran’s
greatest alumnus, Blessed Vicente Liem dela Paz,
and feast of all Saints of the Order. A short program
preceded the blessing. Br. Patricio Apa, OP, Director of
the school, gave his opening remarks and welcomed
the guests; Br. Ramon Salinas, OP, a founding Father
of the institution, presented the historical sketch
of the project, and Br. Regino Cortes, OP, Rector of
the College, made the dedication. Bishop Pedro N.
Bantigue of San Pablo blessed the building. (Source:
Dominican Family-Vol. I, No.1-Jan 1982)
 1988 November 5 – The Martinian Brothers
(Dominican Brothers of St. Martin de Porres), a group
of lay Dominicans living in community, was founded
on November 5, 1988 to take care of the lepers
in Tala Leprosarium. The group was suppressed
on September 20, 2017 by virtue of the Decree of
Suppression issued by the Prior Provincial of the
Dominican Province of the Philippines (DPP) in a move
to implement the prior decision of the DPP Provincial
Council, in its Council meeting on September 4, 2017,
for suppressing the group due to its failure to grow in
membership since its establishment.
 1971 December 8 – The Foundation of the
Dominican Province of the Philippines.
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 1977 December 1-29 – For the first time in the
history of the Order of Preachers, the General
Chapter of Diffinitors was held in the Province of the
Philippines in Santo Domingo Convent, Quezon City.
 1977 December 2 – Br. Reynaldo Adalid, OP, was
appointed as the first Superior of the new religious
house for the Pre-Novitiate designated as St. Albert’s
Pre-Novitiate House which was located in Quezon City.
 1978 December 31 – The new throne of Our Lady
of the Rosary of Manaoag was solemnly blessed and
inaugurated by the Most Rev. Federico Lemon, DD,
Archbishop of Lingayen-Dagupan.

Prior Provincial’s December 2019 Calendar

... continued from page 1

10 - Mass, RICA, Taytay, Rizal
		 - Meeting with Bishop Raymund Wickramasinghe, Makati
City
12 - Lecture on the Science of Management, Colegio De San
Juan De Letran, Calamba City
14 - Wedding Mass, Mangahas and Mendoza Nuptial, St. John
Paul II Chapel, Lakeshore Estate, Mexico, Pampanga
21 - 3rd Lay Dominicans Provincial Council Meeting, Bahay
Dominiko, Quezon City

BROTHERS ON FOREIGN TRIP
... continued from page 1

(( 3-12 Dec – Manila – Br. Valentinus Bayuhadi Ruseno, OP –
to accompany the faculty members of Universitas Katolik
Dharma Cendika for a meeting with the UST administrators
and to attend the Anniversary celebration of the Province.
(( 13-17 Dec – China – Br. Dexter Austria, OP – for the factory
inspection of laboratory tables for the UST Senior High
School building that is currently under construction.

DEATH IN THE FAMILY

We pray for the eternal repose of the souls of:
!! Sr. Ma. Inmaculada R. Aquino, OP, of the
Congregation of Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of
Siena, Philippines, who passed away on November 7,
2019.
!! Sr. Ma. Felisa Sinobago, OP, of the Congregation of
Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena, Philippines,
who passed away on December 7, 2019.
!! Sr. Agnes Egodamahawatte, OP, of the
Congregation of Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine
of Siena (Regional Vicariate of Sri Lanka)who passed
away on November 22, 2019.

For our Deceased Brother

Per mandate by the Eleventh Provincial Chapter Statute
26, V, we kindly request all communities to include in the
intentions of their Conventual Mass and Evening Prayer
our deceased brothers during the anniversary of their
death in the month of December.
December 3 + Br. Domingo Brasil, OP
		 9 + Br. Pedro Traqueña, OP
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PERMANENT FORMATION PROGRAM
(Brothers in Early Senior Years and Ministry)

Shercon Resort and Ecology Park, Mataas na Kahoy, Batangas
November 25 to 29, 2019
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DOMINICAN MISSIONS JOIN THE NOEL BAZAAR
at World Trade Center Manila, November 15 to 24, 2019

(Proceeds go to the Dominican mission fund of the Province.)
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OP Family Environmental Committee Trainors’ Training
Baguio City, November 13-15, 2019

“In 2018, however, three years after the Paris Conference, the International Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IGPCC) reported
that we have only 12 years left before reaching “the tipping point” of 1.5°C above the pre-industrial temperature. This means, starting
2019, we have only 11 years remaining to act. Moreover, the UN report on 4 May 2019 warns us that failure to limit global warming to
1.5°C would lead not only to human suffering but also to the extinction of one million flora and fauna species.”
– CBCP Pastoral Letter on Ecology, 16 July 2019

PHILDOM b october-november 2019
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FIRST PROFESSION OF BR. AGUEDO FLORENCE JALIN JR., OP
Priory of Our Lady of the Rosary, Manaoag, Pangasinan
November 18, 2019
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COOPERATOR BROTHERS’ INTEGRATION
Baguio City, November 5, 2019

From left to right: standing: Br. Raymundo Bayaras, OP; Eugenio Michael Plana (benefactor), Br. Jose Francisco, OP;
Br. Melencio Garcia, OP; seated: Br. Oscar Manlapas, OP; Br. Rolando Granada, OP.
Unable to join the integration: Br. Raul Obsioma, OP (assigned in Sri Lanka)
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“Count Your Blissings”
By Br. Siddharta Chiong, OP

I was racing through endless computations, subtracting
debit from credit, desperately
searching for my ending balance. To my frustration, the
ending balance does not tally
at all! So I began my hunt for
that missing item. I was impatient, bored, and just dying
to finish the financial statement. When I finally finished,
I thought, “Now I could really
Br. Siddharta Chiong, OP
enjoy the rest of the day”; but
then I spied on another stack of papers: it was an endless
pile of work.
I used to imagine that convent life revolved around
liturgy, gardening and siesta. But then I was always
appointed treasurer. Being chinoy, my brothers simply
assumed that I just loved counting money (the worst part
is: it’s not even my money). Talk about stereotyping in
religious life.
As I drudged to finish my work so I could relax
afterwards, I stumbled upon Fr. Rolando De La Rosa, OP’s
latest book, Sole to Soul: A Journey to Joy and Happiness. As I
leafed through pages peppered with insightful reflections,
I slowly discovered the vicious cycle I was trapped in.
In his book, Fr. De La Rosa proposes a paradigm shift:
from understanding happiness as a noun to understanding
it as a verb. Happiness is not a noun. It is not a something
we produce, or achieve, or construct. It is not a static state
we achieve. Viewing happiness as a noun reduces our life
into a business plan: a day-to-day to-do list that leads to
the achievement of a thing called “happiness.” I was racing
to cross out as many tasks from my to-do list so that I
could relax and be happy afterwards. Sadly, this only leads
to the frustrating realization that the work never really
ends. I was in the happiness-as-a-noun paradigm. This is
the mentality behind the words, “I will be happy if I am
done with my accounting” or “I will be happy if I buy my
dream car.”
On the contrary, Fr. De La Rosa taught me that
happiness is a verb, an action word! It is a state of be-ing.
Happiness can be experienced in what we do. Happiness
is not found after an activity, but during the activity itself
(This insight just blew me). It is not a future something we
work for. To best expresses his idea, Fr. De La Rosa coins
a verb: blissing. He defines blissing as, “doing what you
love and loving what you do regardless of the outcome.” It
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makes perfect sense to say that when a person experiences
bliss, he is actually blissing.
Now obviously, not everyone has a blissful job.
Luckily, as human persons, we are not slaves to the whims
of our emotions. If happiness is an action, then we can
do something about it. We can influence how we feel. We
can choose to somehow entertain ourselves despite our
monotonous jobs, and slowly learn to bliss. I love the idea
that blissing is an action we do; it is a choice we make.
Dale Carnegie narrates how his wife, who worked as a
stenographer, chose to zest up her work. She had practically
the most boring job of filling up statistics and figure. So, to
entertain herself, she made a little contest with herself.
She recorded how many forms she accomplished a day
and tried to outdo herself the next day. Somehow, she
made her job more interesting and found more happiness
in it (and probably got a promotion).
So I tried my own version of this. I decided to compute
figures in my head without relying on a calculator. Then
I would check if my results were right. It was like a little
game that eventually sharpened my computation skills.
I might as well live up to my chinoy identity, right? This
game challenged me and made things more interesting. I
also acted as if enjoyed my work, and to my surprise I was
actually blissing through the treasury.
This reminds me of Hans Vaihinger’s philosophy of “as
if.” Hifalutin concepts aside, Vaihinger taught me that we
have to act “as if” something is enjoyable, even if it is not,
in order to move effectively in life. Trust me, you just might
save your sanity if you apply his Philosophy. The best part
is, when we act “as if” we are blissing, we eventually start
feeling that we really are genuinely blissing.
The idea of blissing as an action that transforms us is
already intimated by the title of Fr. De La Rosa’s book, Sole
to Soul. The sole (of your foot), which conveys the idea of
walking. Fr. De La Rosa writes: “While his disciples’ soles
trod the ground, Aristotle touched their soul…” Walking,
which is a metaphor for our actions, reaches down to
the deepest recesses of our souls: mula talampakan
patungong kaluluwa. Even acting “as if” does reverberate
into our very beings; it lightens up our feelings. When we
choose to be blissing, we are actually transforming our
souls.
Instead of seeing work as an obstacle or a simply
means to happiness, Fr. De La Rosa taught me that we
could actually choose to be blissing in our work, and it
all begins with a change of perspectives. Instead of just
counting money, I started counting my blissings.
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A Book Review of Rolando V. De La Rosa, OP’s
Sole to Soul: A Journey to Joy and Happiness
By Br. Siddharta Chiong, OP

Rev. Fr. Rolando De La
Rosa, OP’s book, Sole to
Soul: A Journey to Joy and
Happiness, accompanies
the reader in a blissful
journey to discover for
himself his own meaning
of happiness. The book
has the double aim of
making us ponder and
wonder: why, despite our
frequent denial, we are
seldom truly happy, and
what happiness really
means for us. These are
seemingly modest aims
that truly strike at the very
core of human existence.
The description “Journey” should not make the
reader expect a step-by-step process or regimen that
finally leads us to happiness. As the author clarifies, “This
is not a self-help book…” Indeed, at first glance, there is
apparently little order and connection among the articles,
both chronologically and logically. This would perplex
anyone looking for a systematic theory, discernible from
the development of ideas to the succession of articles.
However, in doing this, Fr. De La Rosa cleverly avoids
giving the illusion that happiness can be achieved through
a linear, progressive manner.
Rather, the book contains a rich collection of short
reflections that are best read as daily meditation pieces.
Many of them are from his published columns in the
Manila Bulletin. These articles are varied in their content.
Some of them do not even directly speak about happiness.
Rather, they survey a vast range of issues and evoke a
wide spectrum of emotions. Thus reading this book is
aptly described as shopping among the colorful array of
merchandise. Sole to Soul is a supermarket boasting of a
rich collection of items for reflection.
Each article triggers an insight, a change of perspective,
an existential question. All of these articles lead us to a
fuller experience of happiness, not in a linear way, but
in an insightful way. These articles, in an incremental
way, provide a fresh understanding of what happiness
might mean for us. Fr. De La Rosa eventually shows that
happiness is the living out of these little outlooks and
dispositions that spontaneously harmonize to create the
good life.
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The articles are clustered into five parts that share
common themes. The articles of the first section revolve
around the nature of happiness. The second part is
entitled, “Family, Friendship, Sex, and Happiness,”
which tackles the important relationships are really
the essentials of life. The third section is entitled “What
Makes Us Unhappy.” The fourth section is entitled,
“Cultural Disvalues That Dispose Us to Be Unhappy.” The
last part talks about “Happy People,” who are sources of
inspiration. This review discusses some parts of the book
and a salient theme emerging from the articles.
In the first section, Fr. De La Rosa reflects on the
mysterious nature of happiness, which is simply elusive
and fleeting. The book title itself alludes to the restless
feet (sole) and anxious spirit (soul) of modern man,
listlessly searching for happiness and meaning. Any
effort to devise an accurate happymometer is bound to
fail, because happiness is not something we can grasp or
capture, much less measure.
Instead of looking for a way to capture and prolong
happiness, Fr. De La Rosa turns our attention to how we
can prepare ourselves for happiness. Although happiness
is not something we can keep, yet by disposing ourselves
to be happy, we make happiness happen to us.
And how do we dispose ourselves for happiness?
For the author, the answer is simply to bliss. We first
need a paradigm shift here. We need to shift from
understanding happiness as a noun to understanding it as
a verb. Happiness is not a noun. It is not a something we
produce, or achieve, or construct. Viewing happiness as
a noun reduces our life into a business plan: a day-to-day
to-do list that leads to the construction of a thing called
“happiness.” This perspective leads us to say “I will be
happy if…” which only leads to the sad frustration of our
insatiable desires.
On the contrary, Fr. De La Rosa believes that happiness
is a state of be-ing. It is what we do. It is a verb, an action
word! Happiness is experienced not after an activity, but
during the activity itself. It is not a future something we
work for. It is a way of acting and living now. Happiness is a
verb because it is a mode of being, a way of living. Fr. De La
Rosa coins a verb that best expresses his idea: “blissing.”
Blissing means “doing what you love and loving what you
do regardless of the outcome.” It makes perfect sense to say
that when a person experiences bliss, he is actually blissing.
It is consistent with our everyday language: when a person
smiles, we say he is smiling; when a person is having a
good time, we say he is enjoying. Happiness is blissing!
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It is not simply “possessing bliss,” it is “be-ing blissful.”
In Fr. De La Rosa’s simple reflection, we are actually
grappling with a deep philosophical dilemma between
having or being. The idea of having happiness (a noun)
is a dangerous path leading to the belief that happiness
means having things; and even finally replacing happiness
with cars and condos.
The idea of happiness as activity is already intimated
by the title, Sole to Soul. The sole, which conveys the idea
of walking, becomes a metaphor for activity, and even for
the journey of human life itself. Walking is described as a
metaphysical exercise. Walking was the method used by
the philosopher, Aristotle to teach his disciples: “While his
disciples’ soles trod the ground, Aristotle touched their
soul…” Walking, which is a metaphor for our actions and
the way we live our lives, reaches down to the deepest
recesses of our beings. Happiness as activity, as blissing,
reverberates into our very souls: mula talampakan
patungong kaluluwa. Thus, when we are blissing, we are
transforming our souls.
Our capacity for blissing is rooted not in a naïve
optimism, but in a deep faith in God. The first part ends
with anecdotes from the tragedy of Yolanda. Here, Fr. De
La Rosa grapples with the seemingly irreconcilable reality
of a benevolent God and the experience of meaningless
suffering. The author shows that in the midst of the
tragedies that plague the human condition, the happy
person is the one who knows that God is still in control.
The happy person is not blind to suffering, yet he finds
joy in the assurance that God cares for him. Indeed, it is
after emerging from tragedy that one experiences the true
essence of joy.
The third section shifts its attention to socialeconomic structures, particularly in the Philippines, that
make us unhappy. The sudden change of focus to the EDSA
revolution, the Marcoses, and our flawed democratic
system may come as a surprise to many readers. Some
articles may feel misplaced or irrelevant. However, Fr. De
La Rosa is only following an old method that traces its roots
to the great philosopher, Plato. Plato analyzed society as a
magnified reflection of the microcosm of the individual.
Thus, to gain insight into the ills of the individual, Fr. De
La Rosa looks into the ills of society, where the flaws are
written in much broader strokes, making them easier
to diagnose. Society sesves as a mirror as to how each
individual is disposing himself to be unhappy.
The last section contains anecdotes of “happy people.”
The stories range from Biblical characters of archetypal
value to real, everyday people whom the author personally
knows – a fitting end for a book on happiness. From the
testimonies of people who accepted their own share of
tragedy, to the secret recipe of a lasting marriage, and even
the author’s own experience as a young boy, Fr. De La Rosa
PHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019

b

F E A T U RE S

presents the best materials for a pedagogy of happiness:
the living examples of our fellow human beings. Their
stories of pain and triumph would warm the heart of
any reader. The last article in memory of late Fr. Fidel
Villarroel, OP, is a fitting reminder that the ultimate and
complete experience of happiness is in heaven. Heaven’s
grand welcome is our final blissing place, our real home.
Throughout the five sections, a recurrent theme that
emerges is Fr. De La Rosa’s emphasis on the power of
truth and integrity. We live in a society easily beguiled by
junk science and fads; a society that remembers the past
wrongly and contents itself with convenient half-truths.
There is a greater need now to pause and critically ask, “Is
this true?”
But more important are the truths that we deny
about ourselves. We fear confronting the truth, and
often recourse to scapegoating or playing the victim of
circumstances. We deny that in our obsessive search
for happiness, we are escaping from our own secret
unhappiness. We choose to be blind; afraid of facing the
responsibility imposed by truth; afraid of admitting that
we are often the cause of our own unhappiness.
However, overcoming denial is the first half in the
journey to joy and happiness. Genuine happiness can
only be founded on truth. In the graceful acceptance of
ourselves and reality, we discover a truth that becomes
a source of joy and inner strength. Truth is an invincible
power that protects us from being manipulated by cultural
disvalues and deception. We can only be truly happy if we
live in truth.
Sole to Soul is a simple, readable, and often amusing
book. Yet underneath its simplicity and humor, Fr. De La
Rosa is actually weaving a moral and ethical perspective
for life. In the very first article, he declares, “Once we
decided to be happy, not an inch of space must be given to
anything that undermines the authentic truths and values
which are the very foundations of peace, love, meaningful
relationships, and happiness.” Genuine happiness does
not compromise truth and values.
In Sole to Soul, Fr. De La Rosa is subtly recovering our
Christian values, which are often attacked by a society
that only values physical beauty, wealth, fame, and power.
In a post-truth era, there is a greater urgency to return to
the basic values of humanity. The book ultimately leads
us to ask ourselves a crucial question which God posed to
fallen Adam, “Where are you?” Hopefully this gives us an
opportunity to rethink and redirect our lives. By making
us ask questions, the book guides us to a life of goodness
and truth, because in the final analysis, happiness is
simply the experience of the good life. Our relationship
with happiness is founded on our relationship with the
Truth, who is God. Sole to Soul is a perfect harmony of
simple humor and spiritual depth.
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A Homily delivered by Br. Valentinus Bayuhadi Ruseno, OP, at the Eucharistic Celebration on
the 48th Anniversary of the Dominican Province of the Philippines on December 9, 2019, Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception, at the Institute of Preaching, San Pio V Buliding, Sto. Domingo Convent,
Quezon City, Philippines.
December 8 is an important date for all of us, both
being members of the Universal Church as well as being
members of the Dominican
Province of the Philippines.
As members of the Catholic
Church, we recall what God
has done more than two thousand years ago. A woman was
conceived in Israel, and yet in
the very moment of concepBr. Valentinus Bayuhadi
tion,
this woman was already
Ruseno, OP
full of grace. The Greek word
used by the Angel to describe her is “KECHARITOMENE”
[Luke 1:28] – one who has received the fullness of grace
since the beginning, or simply “full of grace”. From the
moment of her existence, she never departed from God’s
presence. Centuries later, in the 15th Lourdes’ appearance,
she introduced her true identity, “she is the Immaculate
Conception,” “truly the Almighty has done great thing for
her.”
Today, 48 years ago, a band of Dominican brothers
and a community of Filipino preachers was born into
existence. Surely, it was not immaculately conceived, but
we do believe that it is also God’s plan for us. The battle
cry was the Filipinization of the Dominican Order, and
indeed, it was a painful birth process that separates the
Philippine Province from her mother. Some said that we
were not ready to take over, but some said the process
was too slow, and long overdue. Nobody was sure what
would the future bring.
Yet, looking back and reflecting on present situation,
we cannot but be grateful. “Our souls proclaim the
greatness of the Lord, because He has done great things
for us.” Despite some problems, weaknesses and threats,
as a Province, we are greatly blessed with growth in terms
of vocations, ministries, missions and people we serve.
Certainly, many Provinces are envious of us.
On a personal note, I am currently assigned in Surabaya,
as assistant formator. For one reason and the other, many
of us do not like to be assigned as a formator. Yet, in my
case, I volunteered to this ministry. Why? Because I was
raised by generous Dominican Formators. I do believe that
my acceptance to this mission is a simple way to give back
to the Order who has generously accepted me. I trust that
the reason why we are growing as a Province, as a band
of preachers is because many of us are truly generous to
set aside our own dreams and ambitions, and to give our
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lives for the mission, to work tirelessly even without any
recognition.
Few days ago, I was bringing to Manila some faculty
members from the Catholic University of Darma Cendika,
Surabaya, where our brothers in Surabaya are ministering.
The goal is to expose them to the great Dominican
tradition in education, as well as to have tie-ups with UST
and Letran. We aim to reach a higher goal of the institution
which is the Internationalization. The economic and
business world aims for globalization, and the education
tries to catch up by doing internationalization.
Initially, when I was asked by Fr. Roy to preach in this
anniversary, the usual question would be “why me?” I am
a young priest, not even a Filipino. In my mind, I thought
that it was just another gimmick of Fr. Roy. Yet, he was
dead serious and even sent me a letter of assignment. I
did not understand, but I obeyed, just like Mother Mary,
who did not understand the words of Archangel Gabriel,
but obeyed.
However, putting things into perspective, I realized
that my presence has become a simple sign of how far
we have grown as a Province. Forty years ago, we were
struggling to find a Filipino identity, a Filipino way to be
a Dominican. Yet, now, that identity is challenged and
purified, and called into a bigger and more universal
identity. As an Indonesian, I do not call my brothers to
erase its Filipino identity, but rather to bring out the best
of it: the spirit of hospitality, of resiliency, of generosity, of
joy and of being missionary.
Living in the Philippines for more than 12 years, I began
acquiring a Filipino accent, and even when I celebrate an
English Mass in Surabaya, people would guess that I am
a Filipino. I would say that I am not a Filipino, but my
best mentors are Filipinos, my best friend and brothers
are Filipinos, and the best moments in my life took place
here in the Philippines. Surely, there were also moments
of pain, loss and disorientation, period of conflicts and
struggles with my Filipino brothers, yet as Fr. Timothy
Radcliffe, OP, said, “Such moments are a necessary and
painful part of formation, as you grow as a Dominican. If
they did not happen, then your formation would not be
touching you deeply.”
Like the Mother Mary that never departed from the
love of God wherever she went, so did I as I go forward
into various missions in Indonesia and other places, I
never leave my roots that have been planted here in the
Dominican Province of the Philippines.
Happy Anniversary, brothers!
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Address of Concession to the 1MBA Graduates
By. Br. Arthur Dingel, OP

The story, the good news,
has to be told.  Like many stories, it starts with a retelling of
an old one.
A priest was ordained
and eventually appointed in
a school administrative position… without the required
knowledge of budgeting, of
the science of developing the
human resources, of managing
the operations, of scanning the
Br. Arthur Dingel, OP
internal and external environment, of analyzing the education industry… and of planning.  What he had was the basic science of Philosophy
and Theology and the selfless intention and unquestionable dedication to serve… all in the name of God.
It was a hit and miss from then on.  One win three
losses. Short successes long failures. He committed so
many mistakes. Mistakes that he will have to live with for
the rest of his life.
He realized though that authority and responsibility
must also be twinned with the right type of knowledge and
skills.  And that there is nothing wrong with supplementing
philosophy and theology, trust in God and in His grace
with a knowledge of the science of management.
Because a priest also manages positions, programs,
and systems.  Because a priest wherever he goes,
also manages policies, resources, projects and the
organizational culture. Because whatever position given
to him, a priest cannot escape planning.
The story, the good news, has to be told.  Like many
stories, it starts with the continuation of the previous one.
At the tail-end of many continuing stories... are the
crooked shadows of failures, missed opportunities and
old challenges. They linger on until something positive is
done to fill the void.
When the Master in Business Administration second
strand (or the 1MBA as popularly known) was being
conceptualized, the current 2-year MBA program of
Letran Calamba was subjected to the problem-solving
method and the scenario planning model.
We found out that:
(1) Individuals with limited knowledge of the complex
tenets of the science of management…once enrolled
in the MBA… always encounter learning problems;
(2) Individuals with no knowledge at all of the basic
science of business management… once enrolled in
the MBA… regularly encounter learning problems;
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(3) Individuals whose foundational knowledge is on the
theoretical sciences… once enrolled in the practical
science of management… often go through a long
confusing stage; and
(4) Individuals who have been away from the rigors
of the academic environment, especially because
of age, once enrolled in the MBA...easily end up
frustrated and discouraged.

These are four of the many real learning problems of
current and prospective students.
Hence, if the Graduate school of Letran Calamba is to
offer the 1MBA, it must ensure that it has answers to all
these learning problems.  While stretching the curiosity
in learning, the 1MBA program must also shorten the
student›s learning curve.
The story, the good news, has to be told.   Like many
good stories, twists and turns creep at every turn.
Discovery of the obvious as well as the unforeseen keep
the twists in the story interesting.
When the 1MBA was being conceptualized, it was also
subjected to the Continuous Improvement framework,
the Product-life Cycle and the Industry Analysis - Porter›s
Five Forces.
We found out that graduate schools that offer an MBA
degree generally market the latter as a 2-year program.
The twist - less than 20% actually graduate on the
designated time.  One major culprit is the completion of
the thesis! I suppose it is also true in many disciplines.
The common apologies are:
first - quality comes with time – “I’m not in a hurry, I
still have five years to do it!”;
second - no more time to write – “I have 3 new
assignments or work to do!”;
third - difficulty in gathering sources – “I have to take
a break for at least three months to do it”; and
fourth - the availability of the thesis adviser. “My one
adviser has been absent four times already!”
These are four of the often used justifiable...valid...
excuses why a student did not and could not complete his
thesis on time.
Hence, if the Graduate school of Letran is to offer the
1MBA, it must ensure that it has solutions to these four
geometric constants.   The program must also halt the
exponential growth of ‘justifiable-valid excuses’ for not
finishing the thesis.
In all academic institutions, aside from the published
school fees, there are hundred and one monetary reasons
why the student cannot complete the MBA degree.
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These are the elongated research expenses, the
statistician fees, the photo copying expenses, thesis
binding cost, the reporting cost, the class contribution, the
toga, the dress, the graduation celebration cost, yearbook
fees, alumni ID donation, the regular transportation
expenses, the meals, the snacks, coke, cigarette, electricity,
water expenses... including the monetized value of usedtime, effort, work absences, illnesses, vitamins, medicine
and even hospitalization as results of being enrolled in a
challenging MBA program.
These are the unpublished expenses why a student
could not complete his degree on time.
Hence, if the Graduate school of Letran is to offer the
1MBA, it must detach... from the very beginning... any
expenses aside from what is published.
Then there is the perennial question on quality
education. If the Graduate school of Letran is to offer the
1MBA, it is a must to attach quality education.
When you talk about the top management schools in
the world, you refer to Wharton, London Business School,
Stanford University, and the University of Oxford. However
Harvard Business School (HBS) top them all.
In the Philippines, and in many parts of Asia...it is
hands down,...the Asian Institute of Management. The
Asian Institute of Management or AIM is considered as
the Harvard of Asia. Why? Because its original faculty
members graduated from Harvard University.
In addition, it has adopted and continue to implement
in full the Harvard Business Education system, especially
the ‘often misunderstood’ and ‘always misapplied’ case
study method.
Firstly, the case study method is supported by a unique
instructional system where the faculty is not the supplier
of knowledge nor with the superior knowledge.
In fact, the usual practice, in many graduate schools,
of assigning a report is unusual at the AIM.
Indeed, why waste time for a single student to report
on a topic or a chapter in front of the class when everything
should be discussed... and everyone should be discussing
it... right at the start of the class?
Secondly, the evaluation system focuses more on
objective results - something which continue to unsettle
traditional faculty members who are used to impose
grades by the end of the course subject.
While other schools give premium to the challenges,
questions and judgement of the invited guest members of
the thesis defense panel, AIM›s thesis evaluation system
is different.
There is only one invited guest member in the thesis
defense panel of a student.  And he is not there to challenge
nor to question the thesis output or process. He is there as
a support companion. He is there to learn.
PHILDOM b OCTOber-november 2019
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Indeed, why rely on the judgement of guest panelists
who may have just read the thesis one hour or one day or
even one week or two weeks or even one month before
the defense?
The questioning is delegated to the faculty members
who have seen, accompanied, studied and discussed the
thesis throughout the academic year.  But how effective is
this model?
Accordingly, among the theses that came from AIM›s
unique evaluation system were the Ube of the good
shepherd, the unlimited rice of Mang Inasal, the ABET
of Techological Institute of the Philippines, the semibanking system of SMART padala, AYALA’s multi-awarded
contribution to UN’s sustainable development goals, the
double degree program leading to Doctor of Medicine and
Master in Business Administration of Ateneo, the piso fare
of Cebu-Pacific, the resurrection of St. Luke›s Hospital, the
highly profitable GLOBE›s pre-paid card, the succession
plans of the SM’s Sy family and the DMCI’s Consunji
family. Ah yes, including the broadcast format of ABSCBN’s “Malaala mo kaya.” While Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand, and even Singapore suffered from the late 90’s
Asian crisis, the Philippines was not hit hard... because of
a concept paper discussed at the AIM.
All these endeavors were successful because AIM’s
thesis format followed that of Harvard’s.
Thirdly, its classroom management system defies the
traditional educational experience.
At AIM the faculty member treats his student as the
champion. And he, the challenger.
Respect is not earned by the student. Respect is freely
given by the teacher. Because true learning takes place
when both need not show off.
Hence, if Letran’s 1MBA program is to imitate the
Harvard format thru the footstep of the Asian Institute
of Management, it must be: 10% reliant on teachers,
50% dependent on the program and its system and 40%
focused on the continuous thesis testing, development
and completion.
When our Vice President for Academics received the
response letter from the Commission on Higher Education
permitting Letran to offer the MBA second strand…with
the requested schedule (January to November), it was
indeed THE good news.
Immediately, we oriented the handpicked adjunct
faculty and research fellows. We finalized the additional
modules and notes.
When all the professors at the Asian Institute of
Management that we invited agreed to be guest lecturers,
it was THE better news. It was a glowing additional stamp
to our quality education.
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After all is said and done, Letran finally shaped the
1MBA program. It was crafted to be different, relevant,
inventive, and innovative. It was fashioned to fit with
AIM’s format.
And finally, when the students started enrolling...and
then giving superlative positive feedback, it was THE best
news.
We know that the day will come when Letran will
humbly find its own unique armor of competitive
advantage in the MBA industry… hopefully nearly as good
as AIM or Harvard.
The story has to be told.  Like many stories, a happy
ending is a must.
Fr. Gerard Zabala shocked his panelists by proving that
one can still remotely identify strengths and weaknesses
in the external environment. A perfect 100 grade is a proof
of that shock. Fr. Zabala texted me that he can’t wait to
apply the environmental scanning in General Santos City.
Dr. Gabriel Eala, the head of the hospital where our
1MBA student, Dr. Edgardo Noblejas serves, said to me
that he is awaiting to implement in full Dr. Ed’s thesis.
Without demeaning the previous marketing plan
of Letran Bataan, Fr. Patrick Hiwatig realized that
the missing link is the scanning of the Socio-cultural,
Political, Economic, Ecological and Technological factors
surrounding Letran and its essential connection to the
marketing strategy.
Miss Divina Pernia, the assistant manager of a section
at the International Rice Research Institute or IRRI
revealed that her thesis is, as we speak, already being
adopted by the said international institute.
Monsignor Oliver Joseph Mendoza, Fr. Francisco
Posadas, and Fr. Allan Lopez shared that they enrich their
communities every time they go back to the diocese. It
is the analysis of activities and projects... tested through
management models and paradigms that clarify how to
proceed effectively and end efficiently.
Dr. Marites Palentino has started a million pesos
construction of a café.  And this café will staff persons
with disabilities. And we honor you for that Doc!
Fr. Jeffrey Alarilla confessed that, aside from the
guest lecturers from the Asian Institute of Management,
the great thing about the 1MBA program was its unique
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system and policy in which the assigned Adjunct Faculty
and Research Fellow closely accompanied him in the
learning process and in completing his thesis. He believes
that there is no school in the Philippines that does this.
I told the good father that a school in Manila has
already copied this strategy. Good news travels fast!  In
any case, I revealed to him that when we commenced the
1MBA program, we were already thinking of the 4th stage…
no, not of the fourth batch but of the 4th unique strategy in
its implementation.
We cannot and should not stop institutions from
imitating services and programs that are best for the
people.  However, Letran cannot just stand by, savor the
current victory and wait to be reactive when the eventual
competitors come knocking in.
The 1MBA is far from perfect. But it is a story that
has to be told.  It is a good news.  We have 22 graduates
with superior learning encounters...that they have never
experienced before in their academic life…whether in UP,
ATENEO, UST, La Salle, etc.
To the 22 graduates… it is now your story that must
continue…one day, we hope to hear the best news from
you… being humbly relevant, superiorly inventive, widely
innovative and with great eagerness to share also what
you have joyfully learned!
Hopefully, it will not be a story of hit and miss...of one
win three losses...of short successes long failures...and of
mistakes done not justified by good intentions alone.
Members of the Board of Trustees, Dominican Fathers,
Administrators, the Faculty, the support staff, guests, his
Excellencies most reverend Archbishop Socrates Villegas
of the Archdiocese of Lingayen-Dagupan and Bishop
Sofronio Bancud of the Diocese of Cabanatuan...
... good news…in the year of our Lord 2019, the year
Colegio de San Juan de Letran Calamba was declared by
the Commission on Higher Education as autonomous, and
recognized by PACUCOA as the College with the second
highest number of accredited programs in the whole
Philippines,
... we have 22 pioneering graduates of the master in
business administration second strand.
Good morning to you 22. It is the best morning for us
all.
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Jubilee Prayer
for the Golden Anniversary
of the Dominican Province of the Philippines
O God our Father and Creator,
“in whom we live and move and have our being,”
WE PRAISE YOU,
as we gather in gentle grace and gratitude
on this Jubilee of the Dominican Province of the Philippines.
O God the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
WE PREACH YOU,
as “the Way, the Truth and the Life,”
whose NAME we proclaim,
whose LOVE we strive to incarnate.
O God the Holy Spirit, Advocate and Guide,
WE BLESS YOU,
and seek the outpouring of your presence
in the witness of our words and works,
in the consecration of our lives to the Holy Preaching.
In speaking only to YOU and about YOU,
Let our celebration be filled
with fidelity to our mission,
with hope for your promise,
and with true charity binding us all
in the GOSPEL we share to all peoples.
By your will, O God;
In your name, O Lord.
Amen.
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, pray for us.
Our Holy Father, Saint Dominic, pray for us.
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Notes on the Dominican Mission in Camiguin de Babuyanes:
Marks of History in the Baptismal Registry
By Br. Art Vincent M. Pangan, OP

Introduction
This work is an attempt to
contribute to the celebration of
the 50th year of the Dominican
Province of the Philippines
in 2021. It is a peek into the
life and work of Fr. Benito
Vargas, OP, the first Filipino
Dominican, as the pioneering
missionary in Camiguin Norte.
Also, I have set out writing
this record as there are very
Br. Art Vincent
scanty written accounts left
M. Pangan, OP
by our Filipino Dominican
missionaries. This is in great contrast with the practice of
many of our Spanish forebears who faithfully kept diaries
and sent their missionary accounts to the headquarters
of the Dominican Province of the Holy Rosary during
the time of their active ministry in the Philippines. Their
missionary accounts have come down to us through their
Province’s many publications and are subject of studies
published in UST’s Philipinniana Sacra. This work, while
it provides some answers to some questions in the history
of our mission station and of our Province, opens the door
to even more questions that could be answered through
further endeavours.
Camiguin Island is composed of three barangays:
Balatubat, Minabel and Naguilian. Balatubat is the center
of the island. While the town center is technically Calayan,
Balatubat is often referred to by Camiguenos as ili or
town. They also call going to Balatubat as agudong. This
is a term used in the iloco language as going to the town
center. There are also peripheral sitios that are almost like
barangays in their significance due to their distance from
the center: Morol and Pagitpit.
Our mission station is relatively young. It was opened
in 1967 when Fr. Benito Vargas, OP arrived from Calayan,
another island in the Babuyanes which is now the town
center. In the same year, the Parish of Saint Vincent Ferrer
was canonically erected and Lyceum of Camiguin was
founded. Some years ago, the feast of Saint Vincent Ferrer
was moved from April 5 to May 5. This is because the
feast of the saint usually coincides with either the Holy
Week or the Easter Week. While the people of Camiguin
celebrate the feast every May 5, they insist on holding
another celebration on April 5. Many of the island elders
PHILDOM b october-november 2019

I have encountered say that the miraculous image of their
patron arrived on an April 5. They do not remember
what year but they know that it was on an April 5 around
1967-1969. They say if they cannot celebrate the feast of
their patron on April 5, at least they should celebrate his
miraculous image’s arrival in their midst. This, of course,
is oral history and there are no written records that
support this account.
Lyceum of Camiguin, to date, is the only surviving
private school in the Babuyanes. Saint Bartholomew
Academy, another Dominican Mission school which was
at the heart of Calayan, was closed in 2016. Lyceum of
Camiguin services the Camiguin youth with free Catholic
education from grades 7-12 and struggles to survive
through meager government subsidy and through the
mendicancy of its friar administrators. It is the only senior
high school in the island and its existence is vital to the
educational life of the people.

Photo 1: A relic of the first Filipino Dominican, his signature as Parish Priest of
Saint Vincent Ferrer Parish, Camiguin Norte

The First Filipino Dominican
Fr. Benito Vargas, OP was the first Filipino to make
profession in the Order of Preachers. Brother Gregorio
Hontomin, OP entered the house of formation in Hong
Kong prior to Fr. Vargas but made his profession after
him. Fr. Vargas was at the center of the Filipinization of
the religious orders in the Philippines, especially of the
Order of Preachers to which he belonged. The Philippine
Province of the Dominican Order was canonically erected
in 1971. The eventual birth of this indigenous Philippine
Province from the Spanish missionary Province of the
Holy Rosary was a product of a long, tedious and painful
process of conception and labour. As the first Filipino
Dominican, why was Fr. Vargas in a remote island at the tip
of the Philippines when the Province was in the process of
being born?
The records in Calayan Island say that he was assigned
there from 8 May 1960 to 7 May 1967. Since there are
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already records of baptism celebrated by him in April
1967, it means he left Calayan and was already active in
Camiguin before the end of his term in Calayan Mission.

Photo 5: Notice the markers used by a previous priest/secretary

Photo 2: The Book of Baptism Book 1

Photo 3: Details of the Book of Baptism

Photo 6: The Heading of the book is written on tape through pentel pen and
a minute script was added using a ballpoint pen to indicate the dates of the
record. Notice that the years specified as 1972-1979 while the records start in
1967.

Photo 7: The copyright page of the Book 1 of the Book of Baptisms in Camiguin

Photo 4: Details of the Book of Baptism
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Liber Baptismorum
The oldest documents that one could find in Camiguin
Mission are the Books of Baptism. The Book 1 of our Book
of Baptisms was bought for a price of Php 19.50 from the
Catholic Trade in Oroqueta, Manila. Its copyright year is
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1957. On the second sheet before the baptismal entries,
Fr. Vargas notes that this Book of Baptisms has a threefold
function: Liber Baptismorum (pages 1-124), Liber
Matrimoniarum (pages 125-150), and Liber Defunctorum
(pages 151-200). On the same page, Fr. Vargas took note
of 5 Camiguenos who were baptized in or before 1967 and
whose baptismal entries may be in Calayan. This list does
not give the usual details in the registry. It only indicates
the name of the baptized, the minister of the baptism and
the year of baptism. Perhaps Fr. Vargas doubts that their
respective records are in Calayan that is why he gives the
condition that if in case their records are not in Calayan,
“two witnesses may testify to the baptism”. To date, all of
the 5 persons in the entry are still alive and are active in
Camiguin.

Photo 8: Notes by Fr. Vargas on the blank page before the copyright page

Of the five, three are from Brgy. Minabel and two
are from Brgy. Balatubat. Three were baptized by Fr.
Alejandro Martinez, OP while two were baptized by Fr.
Vargas himself. Elvira Alejo’s entry appears on page 124
after the baptismal entries of 1979. It appears that she
was the first to be baptized in Camiguin as the date of her
baptism is 5 April 1967, the patronal feast of the island.
Perhaps the parish was not yet erected during that time,
the reason for which Fr. Vargas has thought of her records
to be in Calayan. Her entry only appears after the 1979
entries in Camiguin registry, perhaps after witnesses of
her baptism have testified. It was already Fr. Gaudencio
Mondragon, OP, the third or the fourth Parish Priest1, who
recorded Elvira Alejo’s baptism.
1
In a history of the mission written for Lyceum of Camiguin for its
accreditation in the Philippine Educational Assistance Committee (PEAC) in
2017, Fr. Gaudencio Mondragon, OP listed as the third missionary to Camiguin
and thus the third Parish Priest and Director of the mission school. However,
in the book 1 of the Liber Baptismorum, Fr. Luis Almonte, OP signed as Parish
Priest from 1978-1979 before Fr. Mondragon arrived in the mission station. Fr.
Almonte is not mentioned in the history of Lyceum of Camiguin.
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After thoroughly searching the Books of Baptism of
SanBartolome Parish in Calayan, only Edita Baloloy and
Elefrena Antonio were found. Both of these Camiguenos
were baptized on 15 May 1964 by Fr. Martinez. Moises
Espana and Eduardo Felicisimo have no baptismal entries
in Calayan.
Orthography: Surnames
After the marginal entries of those baptized before
the erection of the parish, the first to be listed on page
1 is Francisca Irise from Minabel. She was baptized on
24 April 1967, 19 days after Elvira Alejo was baptized.
Francisca is the daughter of Domingo Irise. She currently
lives in Manila and her 25 year old nephew, Mr. Anthony
Irece, currently serves Lyceum of Camiguin as Filipino
teacher and Prefect of Discipline. She and her father are
the only ones whose surnames are recorded as “Irise” in
the registry. After her entry, all her family members and
relatives appear in the registry as “Irece”. According to her
nephew, she spells their family name as “Irece” as well but
he is unsure what appears in her government records.
There are two branches of the Irece clan in Camiguin.
The branch in Minabel are quite prominent as many of
their members earned college degrees. They are proud
to have one Franciscan priest, Fr. Ruben Irece, OFM, and
one Dominican sister, Sr. Lorna Ablog, OP, as members. Sr.
Ablog’s mother is a prominent Irece as she has benefitted
well from her admirable industry and business acumen.
The Ireces of Naguilian are also prominent as they have
local politicians among them. They have also have one
Franciscan sister in their ranks, Fr. Evangeline Irece. One
of their most prominent members is Mr. Vicente Irece
who usually funstions as Acting Brgy. Captain. Lyceum of
Camiguin currently has two Irece teachers: Mr. Anthony
Irece, the nephew of Francisca Irise is from Minabel,
and Mr. Gene Roehl Irece, son of Vicente Irece, is from
Naguilian. Both recognize each other as kin and can trace
their lineage to a common Irece ancestor. The present
Academic Coordinator of Lyceum of Camiguin, Mr. Ronnie
Estorba Aguinaldo y Irece of Minabel, a prolific ilocano
poet and Camiguin historian belongs to a cadet branch
that is related to both Irece clans.
In other entries, those who bear the surname “Garalde”
in their official government documents are entered in the
records as “Gelarde”, “Garralde”, “Gerrarde” or “Gellarde”.
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registration and the mother gave way during that time
in order not to create a fuss that would embarrass them
before the community but she had her child registered in
government records in the name that she really wants him
to bear. According to some Camiguenos, this disagreement
between in-laws sometimes happens though not always.
When the NSO papers are released, the mother would go
to the priest to correct the record. Sometimes, the priest
makes the note of correction under observandas as in
photo 11.

Photo 9: Page 1 of the Book of Baptism. Francisca Irise appears in entry 1. Notice
the following: a. below the name of Francisca Irise, Fr. Vargas notes again that
other baptisms are recorded in Calayan; b. the tape that keeps the page attached
to the book; c. in entry 11, the name of the baptized is already almost ilegible.

Corrections, Additions, Changes
There are many corrections and additions to the
names in the entries. In Photo 9, for example, still on page
1, entry 6 obviously shows that “Jr.” was a later addition.
Entry 10 shows a change from Josepina to Joaquina.
Fr. Vargas usually puts his abreviated signature in his
corrections as in Entry 10 of page 1. On page 2, entry 2,
the name of the baptized was changed from “Criserte” to
“Gerardo”. Batin is not a family name that can be found in
Camiguin. Felipe Batin, the father of the baptized, is logged
as somebody from Luzon and Felina Dayaca is obviously
from sitio Cabanbanan of Brgy. Naguilian. Some families
band together in a specific sitio and only move out in rare
circumstances. For example, the Felicisimos are in Minabel,
the Cangases are found only in sitio Cabuan, the Ramoses
are in the Surong of Balatubat. The Dayacas, down to the
present, are mostly clustered together in Cabanbanan.
Gerardo, the baptized, and his parents Felipe and Felina
are no longer in the island. It appears that almost all the
children of Batin and Dayaca have corrections or name
changes in their succeeding entries.
Why are there changes in the names in the baptismal
registry? Sometimes before baptism, the certificate of live
birth from the National Statistics Office (NSO) has not yet
been issued. Perhaps, many during this time were not yet
NSO registered even during batism and long after. We have
a student in Lyceum of Camiguin whose NSO registered
name is “Jerome” but is called “JM”. His baptismal
registry records him as “Jaymar”, thus the nickname “JM”.
According to his mother, she and her mother-in-law, JM’s
paternal grandmother, could not agree on the name of the
child. The grandmother prevailed during the baptismal
PHILDOM b october-november 2019

Photo 10: Page 2 entry with correction

Photo 11: Fr. Gaudencio Mondragon OP corrects an entry of someone baptized
by Fr. Vargas. He specifies that the correction was made at the request of the
mother and he puts the date when he made the correction.

Some mothers never came to have the names of their
children corrected in the entry. Official documents just
arrive in the parish with corrected names as on page
29 where a marriage notice is slipped. (See photo 12)
Perhaps some were never corrected because the parents
relied on the auditory capacity of the priest as some of
them were unable to read and write. To date, we still
encounter Camiguenos who are unable to read and write.
When they are presented with documents to read or to
sign, they would ask their companions to read for them
or write certain memorized scribbles, giving the usual
excuse of having bad eyesight.
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Some of the corrections were made to complete the
names of the baptized. Perhaps this is a form of concession
between disagreeing family members as regards the
name of the child. Or perhaps they realized that they
made the registration mentioning only one of the names
to the priest and they corrected it only later. (See photo
15) Some additions were also made to complete an
abbreviated name as in photo 16. Some entries are even
amusing in the sense that the names are so complete as to
include even the nicknames of the baptized.

Photo 12: Notice that “Lenee John” was listed in the entry while the marriage
notice from St. James the Apostle Parish in Bohol informs the Parish Priest of
Camiguin of the matrimony contracted by a “Leni Jun”.

Photo 15: An addition was made to the name of Jaima Ambalan.

Photo 13: Perhaps some errors and corrections in the entries were made due
to mispronunciations by locals and the limitations of the auditory capacity of
the priest.

Photo 16: Notice the abbreviated “Mila” was completed as “Milagros”. Note that
some of the details of the succeeding entries are irreparably lost due to the
poor state of the Liber Baptismorum.

Photo 14: Another example of correction. Perhaps the priest was then unfamiliar
with the now popular name “Mary Jane” that he instead entered “Maryyen”,
which was later corrected. Note that the penmanship in the original entry and
the correction are different. The original entry was made by Fr. Vargas.
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have any recollection of the name of his native sitio being
written down when he was still a child and Fr. Vargas was
still in Camiguin. In the 2018 census of Camiguin, there
are only 730 people in Morol. There were fewer people
there in 1967-1972, the childhood years of Mr. Antonio
and the missionary tenure of Fr. Vargas. Perhaps there
were less than 200 then and a marginal few was literate.
There are no records. We can only hypothesize.

Photo 17: This entry even includes the nickname of the baptized. Upon further
investigation, however, the nickname “Jimmy” is what appears in his NSO and
not “Jaime”. Mr. Jimmy Baloloy is currently a DepEd teacher at the Camiguin
Elementary School.

Photo 18: Another example of registering the nickname. Note that the script is
not the usual of Fr. Vargas.

Orthography: Place Names
The spelling of some of the sitios in Camiguin are
not yet standardized. For example, sitio Cabuan between
Balatubat and Minabel are sometimes spelled as “Cabuaan”,
which is also a correct spelling. The place derives its name
from betel nut which is abundant in the area. Betel nut in
ilocano is bu-a and so the place that produces betel nut is
ca-bu-a-an. This is also reflected in the baptismal registry.
What is now spelled as “Morol”, a far flung sitio of Minabel,
one of the farthest communities from the parish center, is
spelled by Fr. Vargas as “Murol”. Perhaps orthography of
place names in Camiguin was still being shaped that time
together with the people’s literacy. Mr. Marcelino Antonio,
one of the first ones from Morol to earn a college degree
and once principal of Lyceum of Camiguin for a long time,
said Morol was always spelled as “Morol” but he does not
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Photo 19: Morol is spelled as “Murol”

Stipends
Fr. Vargas conscientiously recorded the stipend he
received in his ministry. The priests who succeeded him
down to our time have no records of the amount they
received in baptizing the faithful. The usual amount that
Fr. Vargas received was Php 1.00 per baptized. (See Photo
20) Most of us who were born in the 1980s and 1990s do
not know how much Php 1.00 was worth in 1967-1972.
It may be a considerable amount already for Camiguenos
during that time. At present, we do not ask any amount for
any sacrament we minister. People only make offerings
according to their financial capacity. Sometimes, the
offerings we receive for baptism are envelopes with Php
20.00, Php 50.00 or Php 100.00. There were only one or
two occasions when we received Php 500.00. There are
many instances that there are no offerings received. One
family, however, had a very significant offering in the
records of Fr. Vargas – the Telan family. People at present
say that they were and still are well off because they are
well-landed. They offered Php 9.00 for every member of
their family who was baptized. (See photo 21)
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Photo 20: In most of the pages, Fr. Vargas recorded that he received Php 1.00
per head during baptism.

Photo 21: The first 2 entries in this page are members of the Telan family. The
family gave an offering of Php 9.00 for every member that is baptized, so far the
biggest offerings in the record.
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Issues of Legitimacy
Some of the corrections that appear in the record
were made because of issues of illegitimacy. Many
among Camiguenos are born out of wedlock. The process
of securing government papers for marriage is too
complicated for them and it is also very costly. There
are no passenger boats going straight from Camiguin
to Calayan. If one has to secure government papers
from the municipal government such as a Certificate
of No Marriage (CeNoMar), one has to rest a boat for
Php5,000.00. A great majority of Camigueno families earn
Php4,000.00-Php6,000.00. This means renting a boat
to go to the municipal center has a precarious effect on
family finances and survival. The complicated process of
procuring legal documents demands several visits to the
municipal offices.
In addition, the local ordinary seldom comes to the
place to administer the sacrament of confirmation, a
prerequisite for contracting matrimony in the Church.
When I went to the chancery and spoke with the diocesan
priests there, I brought up this concern to them. I asked
whether it was possible to seek the faculty to administer
the sacrament of confirmation from the archbishop. I was
told not to bring that up and that we should either invite
him or wait for him to volunteer himself. I chose the latter
option.

Photo 22: This page shows that surnames were later additions to the name
entries. The four who appear here are labeled “Nat.” under “Legitimitas”.
Perhaps it took some time before their parents could decide which surname
they would bear – their mother’s or their father’s.
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Conclusion: Registry and Memory
In going through the baptismal registry, we encounter
people. We establish their identities. We remember
their stories. Many of them are already gone – either by
death or by immigration – and are no longer known by
the Camiguenos of the present. Many of them are still in
Camiguin, ready to recount their experiences about every
priest that ministered to them. Most of all, we encounter
the first Filipino Dominican – Fr. Benito Vargas, OP. One
may notice that he sometimes annotates and corrects in
English and sometimes in Spanish. We sometimes wonder
how faithful this pioneering missionary was in keeping
his records. There is a curious marginal note in one of the
pages in the registry (see photo 22) where he admits that
he has no recollection of a baptism that he celebrated.
Also, there were letters to Fr. Roger Quirao, OP during
his tenure as parish priest from parents whose children
were baptized by Fr. Vargas but they do not appear in the
registry. These letters are signed by the godparents of the
baptized as well. One may say that Fr. Vargas may have
his own limitations as a priest and these limitations are
also marked in the Liber Baptismorum. But more than
his limitations, the Liber Baptismorum speaks of the
abundance of his missionary generousity. The registry
shows that he celebrated mass baptisms almost every
week and that he celebrated it not only in Balatubat,
the ili of Camiguin, but even in the remotest parts of the
island – in the outskirts of the outskirt. This is supported
by the accounts of the people who witnessed him labour.
He, together with Frs. Eduardo Negrete, Gaudencio
Mondragon, and Hector Marinas, are fondly remembered
as priests on horseback.

Photo 23: Under Stipendium Fr. Benito Vargas, OP writess “free” and under
Observandas he writes “De socorro”. This photo sample of similar entries can
speak for itself and it can say more than any explanation can tell.

POST SCRIPTUM:
We have no photos of Fr. Benito Vargas, OP, in Camiguin
Mission. He is quite elusive in the UST Archives and in
the DPP Archives. We would like him to be honored in
Camiguin together with his immediate successors. I hope
our elder brothers kept a photo of him in their personal
files and that they are willing to help us celebrate his
memory.

Photo 22: Fr. Vargas notes that he may have baptized an Antonia de la Cruz but
he has no recollection of it.
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