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Socius for Aspostolic Life
Brother Florentino Bolo Jr., OP, is the new
Socius for Apostolic Life
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Brother Florentino Bolo Jr., OP, son of the Province
of the Philippines, is the new Socius for Apostolic
Life, following his appointment on November 22,
2020, by the Master of the Order, Brother Gerard
Francisco Timoner III, OP.
Born on November 16, 1973, in Lipa City, Batangas,
Bro. Florentino met the Dominicans while taking up
BS Medical Technology at the University of Santo
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Tomas (UST) in Manila. Upon completion of the
degree, he entered the Pre-Novitiate program of the
Province in 1995, eventually making his profession
in the Order on May 6, 1998. It was in the same
university that he later on completed his
Baccalaureate in Theology and Licentiate in Canon
Law.

broader role as Socius for the Apostolic Life of the
Order in the General Curia in Rome. n

New Provincial of India
Brother Prasad George, OP, has been elected
Prior Provincial of the Dominicans in India

Following his priestly ordination on April 30, 2005,
he was appointed as Assistant Master of Novices
until he was brought back to the university to serve
as Vice Rector of the UST Central Seminary. During
this time, he worked with Bro. Gerard, who was then
the Rector of the seminary. It was also in the same
period that Bro. Florentino assumed the offices of
Secretary General of UST as well as Provincial
Promoter of the Priestly Fraternities of St. Dominic.
Bro. Florentino’s apostolic engagement with the
fraternities continued even as he proceeded to
undertake further studies in Rome, where he was
tasked by Bro. Bruno Cadoré, OP, to work as
International Coordinator of the Priestly Fraternities
of the Order in 2013. In his final year of completing
his Doctorate in Canon Law at the Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), he
likewise served as Master of Students for the
Roman Province of St. Catherine of Siena.
Upon the return of Bro. Florentino to the Philippines,
his work in the Order continued when Bro. Bruno
created the office of General Promoter of the
Priestly Fraternities of St. Dominic in 2016 and
appointed Bro. Florentino to the post. In his
Province, he resumed formation work in the
seminary and the priestly fraternities. He also taught
at the UST Faculty of Canon Law while serving at
the same time as Director of the UST Institute of
Religion.
He considers his participation in the 2019 General
Chapter in Biên Hòa, Vietnam, as an important
event in his work for the fraternities. The assembly
became an occasion to invite all the Provinces
represented therein to appreciate the place of
diocesan priests in the structure of the Order of
Preachers. To date, the diocesan priests in the
Order have grown to a total of 425 priests in 32
groups existing in 21 provinces in 16 countries. This
ongoing ministry with the secular clergy becomes all
the more fortified as Bro. Florentino assumes a

The Chapter of the Province of the Dominicans in
India has elected, for four years, Bro. Prasad
George, OP, as Prior Provincial. The Master of the
Order, fr Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP, has
confirmed the election. Bro. Prasad George, OP,
accepted the election and made the Profession of
Faith on November 20, 2020.
Bro. Prasad George was born on February 17,
1964, in Kerala, India. He made his first profession
on the June 17, 1983 and was ordained to
Priesthood on the April 27, 1991. He was first
assigned to Pachmarhi, a hill station where he
visited the local people in different villages, walking
through the forest. At different times he was Master
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of Postulants and Master of Students. In various
instances, he was superior in two communities and
was a prior of two other convents. He likewise
ministered as parish priest in four parishes and was
a member of the provincial council for two terms.

We pray that the friars who live in the new house
bear witness to the Gospel according to the charism
of the Order of Preachers. n

Commission Appointments

He completed his Licentiate in Biblical Spirituality
from the Angelicum, Rome. At the time of his
election he was both the superior and parish priest
at St. Dominic’s Church, New Delhi, India. He is
much appreciated for his commitment to Dominican
life and zeal for pastoral ministry. He has a lot of
trust in God and personal coping skills, which he
gained from personal experiences.
Our prayers for the new service entrusted to Bro.
Prasad George, OP. n

New house in Vietnam
A new house of the Order was erected in Nghi
Loc, under the patronage of St. Dominic Hanh

Commission for the Vocation
of the Cooperator Brothers
On November 7, 2020, the feast of All Saints of the
Order of Preachers, the Master of the Order,
Brother Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP,
appointed the following members of the
Commission for the Vocation of the Cooperator
Brothers:
Bro. Ignatius PERKINS, OP
Bro. Daniel-Mario CHUKWUMA IBEZIM, OP
Bro. Herman JOHNSON, OP
Bro. Joseph TUYEN, OP
Bro. Xavier Jean Marie PLASSAT, OP

On November 25, 2020, the Master of the Order,
Brother Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP, erected
a new house in Nghi Loc (Diocese of Vinh),
Vietnam.
It was built under the patronage of St. Dominic
Hanh, taking into account the request made by the
Provincial Council of the Province of the Queen of
Martyrs in Vietnam on November 7, 2020, and in
accordance with the Code of Canon Law 609 §1.
Dominic Nguyen Van Hanh, a priest of our Order,
beheaded in the city of Nam Dinh on August 1,
1838, was canonized by Saint John Paul II on June
19, 1988. His memorial is celebrated on August 1.

The Commission for the Vocation of the Cooperator
Brothers is appointed for a period of six years.

New Commission for Permanent Formation
On November 7, 2020, the feast of All Saints of the
Order of Preachers, the Master of the Order,
Brother Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP,
appointed the following members of the
Commission for permanent formation:
Bro. Tomasz GAJ, OP
Bro. Donald GOERGEN, OP
Bro. Mannes AMIRTHA RAJ, OP
Bro. Emmanuel NTAKARUTIMANA, OP
Bro. Rafael COLOMÉ, OP
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This Commission is established in accordance with
the General Chapter of Biên Hòa n. 100 in order “to
assist brothers to continue to develop in maturity
both in the human and spiritual dimensions of
Dominican life.” The Commission for permanent
formation is appointed for a period of six years.

The Sub-Commission for Sacred
appointed for a period of six years. n

Music

is

Lecture by Fr. Hans Zollner, SJ

Liturgical Commission
Along the lines marked out by the Masters of the
Order, who in 1984, 2001, 2007 and 2014
appointed various liturgical commissions, Brother
Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP, instituted a new
liturgical commission to continue this work and
promote the prayer life of the Order. The new
Liturgical Commission, appointed on November 7,•
2020, the feast of All Saints of the Order of
•
Preachers, is composed of:

Fr. Hans Zollner, SJ, and Bro. Gerard Timoner, OP

As part of their permanent formation, the brothers
of the Santa Sabina Convent in Rome invited Fr.
Hans Zollner SJ, President of the Center for Child
Protection in Rome, to give a lecture on the problem
of sexual abuse in the Catholic Church on
November 26, 2020.

Bro. Mathew JARVIS, OP
Bro. Dominik JURCZAK, OP
Bro. Augustin MISSODEY, OP
Bro. Manuel Eduardo SOLORZANO, OP
Sr. Anula Irvin SUGUNA, OP
Bro. Augustine THOMPSON, OP
The Liturgical Commission is appointed for a period
of six years.

Sacred Music Sub-Commission
On November 7, 2020, the feast of All Saints of the
Order of Preachers, the Master of the Order,
Brother Gerard Francisco Timoner III, OP,
appointed the members of the Sub-Commission for
Sacred Music:
Sr. Ragnhild BJELLAND, OP
Bro. Thomas MÖLLER, OP
Bro. Łukasz MIŚKO, OP
Sr. Marie TRAINAR, OP

After Fr. Zollner briefly described his institution, he
devoted himself to many aspects of this painful
problem with which the Church has had to deal with
very intensively since several decades. He spoke of
the lack of serious action to combat child abuse and
a “systemic error” in the Church; he then presented
the measures adopted by the Holy See, particularly
in recent years, but also mentioned the difficulties in
their implementation. He paid particular attention to
the importance of prevention in this area. The
community is very grateful to Fr. Zollner for his
informative presentation and for his answers to the
questions in the lively discussion which followed his
talk. We wish him God’s blessings for his future
work. n

The primary task of the Sub-Commission is to assist
the Liturgical Commission in promoting the rich
diversity of Dominican music throughout the
Dominican Family, and with the particular task of
coordinating with the French-speaking provinces,
analysing ways to safeguard and promote the
"Liturgie Chorale du Peuple de Dieu" of Bro. Andre
Gouzes (ACG 2019, n. 102).
•

The friars of Santa Sabina at the Library
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Dominican Month of Peace

care the children who are too often victims
of clashes between adults.

Prayer Intentions for Ukraine - December 2020
4/12

Lord, we pray for the Dominican Family in
Ukraine which has been present in the
region since the 13th century and has
recently been re-established after being
outlawed by the communist regime. Bless
the 25 friars, 18 Dominican sisters from 4
congregations and 82 lay people present
in 7 cities in their pursuit of justice and
peace. Inspire them to be signs of hope for
the people.

5/12

Lord, bless the members of the Dominican
Family in Ukraine and their collaborators
who are involved in the Saint Martin de
Porres Center in Fastiv, working with
disadvantaged and disabled children,
street children, orphans and those who
suffer from the aftermath of hostilities.

6/12

Lord, we entrust to your loving care the
children from the Ukranian combat zone
who are hosted by the Saint Martin de
Porres Center in Fastiv. May these
children affected by war find hope in a just
and fraternal world where they can
flourish.

7/12

Lord, in countries experiencing political,
social and economic upheavals, those
who are already vulnerable are the first
victims of these difficulties.

Here are some suggested prayers for each day of
Advent in December, the Month of Peace within the
Order of Preachers. Each year this Dominican
Month of Peace is dedicated to a given country, this
year we look to Ukraine. You may freely use these
prayers for your community prayer.
Particular attention will be given to one project,
namely, the Saint Martin de Porres Center in Fastiv,
founded in 2005. This center, in which about 25
members of the Dominican family collaborate, aims
to help socially disadvantaged children and those
who suffer daily from the effects of war.
29/11

As we enter this season of Advent and
start preparing for the coming of the Prince
of Peace, we implore you, Lord, to be with
the people of Ukraine and to hear their
cries for peace.

30/11

Lord, we pray for the children of Ukraine,
many of whose lives have been poisoned
by war. May our solidarity and prayers give
them a new hope for their future.

1/12

Lord, we pray for our brothers and sisters
in Ukraine who are trying to emerge from
a time marked by war and by a search for
national autonomy.

Accompany those in a weak and
precarious situation, especially in Ukraine,
to obtain the necessary help and support
to live in a hopeful and supportive
environment.

Bless them and help them to find peaceful
solutions to the conflicts in their country.
2/12

3/12

Lord, we pray for the people of the various
regions of Ukraine, especially those in
Crimea, Donbass and the East of the
country, that the situations of open or
latent violence may be resolved in a way
that offers true peace and freedom to the
affected population.
Lord, we pray for the children in Ukraine,
and elsewhere. May countries which have
signed the "Declaration on Safe Schools"
respect their commitment and protect the
most vulnerable. We entrust to your loving

8/12

Lord, we pray for those who work in the
media in Ukraine. Give them the will to
search for the truth and help them to share
information which contributes to the
building of your Kingdom of Justice and
Peace.

9/12

Loving God, we pray for children on the
margins of society, without emotional
support or financial resources, that they
may be helped by people or organizations
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concerned about their development. We
pray especially for the Dominican project
of St. Martin de Porres in Fastiv, Ukraine.
10/12

11/12

We pray today for women in Ukraine who
are victims of violence, who have to bear a
heavy burden to support their families, for
those who are pregnant and for those who
are widowed: Lord, help them to find
financial support, shelters and places to be
listened to so that they do not sink into
despair.
Lord, call responsible people to be trained
to combat sexual violence against
children: help them to create bonds of
solidarity in their communities, to ensure
the protection of the most vulnerable.

12/12

Lord,
we
pray
for
community
organizations, in Ukraine and elsewhere,
working with children on a daily basis.
Inspire them to improve the quality of life
of the children by offering them recreation
and accompaniment to support their
growth.

13/12

Lord, we pray for those who, in many
national and international organizations,
are working to free children and their
families from poverty and exploitation at
work. Nourish their dedication and support
the work of all those who have this concern
at heart.

14/12

15/12

16/12

Lord, we pray for the leaders of the
Churches in Ukraine. Help them to foster
unity among the people and to be inspiring
witnesses of your Gospel.

17/12

Lord, Fount of Wisdom, we pray for the
teachers in Ukraine. Help them to transmit
seeds of hope, peace and justice.

18/12

Lord, we pray for all those who are unjustly
imprisoned in Ukraine and elsewhere.
We beseech you to come and deliver them
with your outstretched arm.

19/12

Lord, we entrust to your care the one and
a half million people who have had to flee
their homes due to war in Ukraine and
have lost their roots: the farmers who lost
their land, migrants, all those whose rights
are not recognized and who are often
exposed to danger in their work. Come
and accompany them so that they may be
surrounded by people who care about their
well-being, and that they may grow new
roots.

20/12

Lord, we pray for those who have judicial
responsibilities in Ukraine. Give them
determination in the face of corruption and
help to serve justice and reconciliation.

21/12

Lord of creation, we pray for the artists and
those responsible for culture in Ukraine.
May their work, inspired by the example of
Fra Angelico, contribute to healing
wounds, building bridges between
communities, and revealing the splendor
of your eternal shining light.

22/12

Lord, King of the Nations, inspire the
people of Ukraine and all countries to
establish a culture of human rights which
can effectively combat all forms of
discrimination and combat poverty.

23/12

Lord, our King and lawgiver, we pray for
those who have political responsibilities in
Ukraine. Inspire their work, so that they
may be concerned by the common good
and preserved from corruption.

Lord, we pray for young adults seeking to
rebuild their lives after a difficult childhood:
lead them to welcoming spaces where
their wounds can be healed and they can
happily integrate into society.
Lord, we pray for the families in Ukraine
who are experiencing food insecurity or
struggling with health and access to
medical care: Gather them around a meal
that gives them strength and health; give
them community support and resources to
prevent sickness and to obtain the
medication necessary for a return to
health.
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24/12

Lord, you have chosen shepherds to be
the first to receive the astonishing news of
your closeness to humankind so that all
might receive life in abundance. Help us to
bring this Good News to the poor today!

25/12

Christmas is Good News and a great joy
for all! Today, a savior is given to us! To
you, God and Father, who has come to
reconcile all things through your Son, we
implore: May Peace be on earth and Thy
kingdom come!

26/12

Lord, do not hold this sin against them.
Bless the people in Ukraine and Russia
who adopt the transformative power of
forgiveness and reconciliation as a form of
resistance to violence. May this love
beyond hatred transform those hearts
which remain of stone.

27/12

28/12

Lord Jesus Christ, may your light
illuminate the darkest places on earth, and
today we especially think of those in
Ukraine. Make us witnesses of your light
that has come into this world, through
words of comfort, solidarity, attention to
situations of poverty and injustice.
Lord Jesus Christ, protect the innocent
and help us to discover behind cold
statistics real brothers and sisters, with a
life and a history, and today we especially
think of Ukraine. Transform our prayer and
solidarity for innocent victims into buoys of
hope.

29/12

In Ukraine, the recent conflicts have
claimed the lives of more than 13,000
people, including 3,345 civilians, and the
number of wounded is estimated at
30,000.
Lord, be a font of hope for those countries
such as Ukraine that are trying to recover
from the devastation caused by war and
social conflict. Accompany them in the
establishment of a more just society where
concern for the common good and the
marginalized has a central place.

30/12

Creator God, we pray for all those who still
bear the consequences of the nuclear
accident in Chernobyl, Ukraine, in 1986,
especially the victims of toxic water supply
and air pollution.
Help us to take better care of the creation
you entrusted to us.

31/12

Lord, as 2020 and our Month for Peace in
Ukraine draw to an end, may the days of
war, hatred and injustice be numbered so
that we can finally welcome You, the One
we are waiting for who will reconcile
humanity, gathered in a single love.

1/1

Together with the whole Church praying
for peace in the world, we implore you, O
Prince of Peace, to send your Spirit to
break down all the walls of division and
conflict in Ukraine and, indeed, in every
country, so that your reign of justice and
peace may blossom in our world.
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